“Are You Listening?”

Deuteronomy 28:1-14, “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: and all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God.   Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.   Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.   Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.   The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.    The Lord shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.    The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways.    And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.    And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee.    The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.    And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: and thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.”
Over 20 years ago in January 2002, I was invited to speak at Layman's Revival at Grace Baptist Church and God gave me a message "God is speaking to you - Are you listening?"  I spoke of the song that "Sugg Avery" sang in "Color Purple" "Maybe God is trying to tell you something".  The words of the song said:

"Speak Lord, speak to me.

Maybe God is trying to tell you something.

I lay awake all night; nothing seems to be going right.

Just maybe God is trying to tell me something.

I cried all night long, looks like everything is going wrong.

Just maybe God is trying to tell you something."

I prayed to God approaching that "Layman's Revival" that He would use me and give me a word that would touch someone and uplift Jesus Christ.  I forget to put a disclaimer on my request by saying, "just for that service."  Then I found myself lying awake at night, nothing-going right, crying all night long and everything going wrong.  I finally realized God was trying to tell me something.   Since then God had been feeding me His word and I haven't kept it to myself!   In that same year I accepted the call to the ministry, preached my initial sermon and this Layman’s message still resounds in my heart.   I quoted the lyrics of this song written by Maurice White of the musical group "Earth, Wind and Fire” that says:

“Master told me one day,

I'd find peace in every way.

But in search for the clue,

Wrong things I was bound to do.

Keep my head to the sky,

For the clouds to tell me why.

As I grew with strength,

Master kept me as I repent.

So we're saying for you to hear,

Keep your head in faith's atmosphere.

Keep your head to the sky.”

Here the songwriter says that through prayer you’ll find peace, you'll find truth, you'll find strength and you'll find repentance, if you just keep your head to the sky!   God is telling us, then and today, that we can find peace, truth, strength and repentance, all of His blessings, if we would only lift our prayers up to Him and through our faith in Jesus Christ – if we’d only listen!   God is speaking to the church, especially in this generation with all that is transpiring in the church, in the home, in the world, in the newspapers, on the TV, and all around us – God is speaking!   The question is; are we listening!  Maurice says we need to keep our heads to the sky, not only praying to God, but ears wide opened to listen to the voice of God and hearken to His word!

So today, as we hear the word of God and as He speaks through His wondrous works, I would like to ask you a question, “Are You Listening?”

As we approach the end and the beginning of a new chapter in our ministry, I lean and depend on listening to the Spirit of God!   I told you, through our minds, bodies and souls God is speaking to us as we face this avenue in life, and it behooves us to listen.   How many of you know this morning that God is trying to tell us something?    As we age; our mind, body and soul speaks to us!   They will let you know when things are not operating according to our age.   After having to deal with COVID-19 coronavirus, the shutdowns, social distancing, and the feat driven by whether you test negative or positive, the aftermath of the killing of George Floyd, the hatred and lack of response by many of our White brothers and sisters in the ministry, all of the signs and wonders that are evident in this day and time, God is speaking loudly, but the question is; are we listening?   According to Webster Dictionary, the word listen means to pay attention to sound, to hear something with thoughtful attention, give consideration, to be alert to catch an expected sound, or to give ear to hear.   I told you in our New Year’s message last year, John wrote in Revelation 2:7, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”   We must pull off our human ears, and put on our spiritual ears to hear what the Lord is saying!   Until we hear what the Spirit says, we will never understand how to implement this new radical plan that Jesus gave the church.   If we got ears to hear, we need to start listening!   I remember my mother telling me something, and when she noticed I wasn’t listening, she’d say, “Don’t you hear me boy?”   Listing and hearing demands a response!   I don’t care how much I told my mom I was listening, until I did what she told me to do, she was on my case!   You can’t say you’re listening to God and keep doing the same old things!  God has commanded us, and the question is; are we listening?  If we got ears to hear, why aren’t we listening?   Our blessings are tied to the responses that we make in obeying God’s word!

As we approach our text, Moses is reviewing all the commandments of God with the children of Israel before they entered into the Promised Land so that they will receive all the blessings of God.   He encourages them to keep them and write them upon great stones to remind them of God’s commandments.  He handed out a list of blessings and curses due to the behavior of certain of the tribes.   In our text this morning we’re going to deal with the blessings that God promised them if they would listen to His commandments.   

First of all, we must understand the first principle of learning is listening.   Our text says, “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: and all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God.”   The Amplified Bible says, “Now it shall be, if you diligently listen to and obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all of His commandments which I am commanding you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.   All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you pay attention to the voice of the Lord your God.”   Any orders given in life, spiritual, secular, or military, demands us to listen so that we can understand what we’ve been commanded to do.   Moses urges them to not just listen, but to listen diligently the voice of the Lord!   Listening is the prime attribute to communication, but listening has its own demands!   John Gill says, “For without observing them to do them, hearing them would be too little purpose, and they were all of them to be observed and done, the lesser and weightier matters of the law as they were commanded by Moses in the name of the Lord, and as they would be taught, explained, and enforced by the prophets.”   So, the first step is listening, but it should lead us to do what we’ve heard.   We quote many times, “What thus saith the Lord” and expressions such as "Thus saith the Lord" appear approximately 500 times in the Pentateuch and more than 1,200 times in the prophets.  Some thirty-eight hundred times the Bible declares, “God said,” or “Thus saith the Lord.”  According to Charles Spurgeon, “Thus saith the Lord” is the only authority in God's Church.”   We operate by the principle of God’s marching orders to receive His blessings in our lives.   Moses declared that God’s blessings will come to you, but not only that, they will overtake you if you would only listen and pay attention!   He’ll set you up!   Have you ever been set up?    I’m talking about being set up by God to succeed when everybody else thought you were going to fail!  Folk didn’t know how you made it!   Folk can’t understand how you can smile after what you’ve been through!   How can you keep the faith when you look like you’ve been through hell?   I can keep the faith because I listen to what the Lord says, instead of all those other voices!     Turn around and tell your neighbor, “I’ve been set up to be blessed!”   You too, but are you listening?   

Finally, these are the blessings that you will receive by listening to God’s word.   Our text says, “Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.   Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.   Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.   The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.    The Lord shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.    The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways.    And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.    And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee.    The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.    And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: and thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.”  God’s word is very explicit when it comes to how to receive the benefits of His blessings.   He’s very explicit about what areas of your life you’ll be blessed in, but it comes with a disclaimer!   We’re always quoting 2 Chronicles 7:14, but it comes with a disclaimer!  It comes with prerequisites!  It says, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”  The first prerequisite is you must in a relationship with God!  I know the Bible says, “It rain on the just and on the unjust”, but it has some prerequisites for us believers!   Jesus said, “Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.    But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.”   Our identity is the cause of our blessings!   We evidence our relationship to God by performing the prerequisites so that we can hear for our Heavenly Father!   God’s promised blessings to His children for listening to His word are so numerous that the text itself details all that we can receive!  They are real things and have real effects!   The blessings are promised on the conditions that they diligently hearkening to the voice of God.   Everything we need is in these blessings!   The fullness of the blessing in all areas of life, external and internal, is presented in six particulars, each introduced by the word "blessed."   You shall be blessed in the house and in the field, in the fruit of the body, in the productions of the soil and the increase of herd and flock, in the store and in the use of what nature provided, in all their undertakings, whether in peace or in war, at home or abroad.  The effect of these blessings should be seen in your everyday life!   He’ll position you, above and not beneath, the head and not the tail, so all will see the benefits of walking in God’s word!   God will be glorified by your obedience to His word when others see your position!   But these blessings will only come if you listen!   Stay committed to the cause of Christ!   Never waver so that your faith could be questioned!   Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”   God promised us abundant blessings if we’d hearken to His word!    His blessings are before to claim, but we must listen and walk according to His word!   How is your life today?   Are you listening?

As we close, if you would read on, there are curses on those that do not listen and obey God’s word, so it is adamant to listen and obey the word of God!   Paul warned us in Hebrews 3:7-11, “Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.   Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.  So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.”  There is no rest for the weary!   When your life is outside of the will of God, especially believers, you can experience some traumatic things happening in your life.   Disobedience to God’s word demands consequences!  Paul encourages us not to harden our hearts to the word of God!  It is God’s desire for us to listen and obey His word.  John teaches us in 1 John 5;3, For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”   The Good News Bible says, “For our love for God means that we obey his commands.  And his commands are not too hard for us.”   Obeying God’s word is not hard on us; it’s for our good!   All we need to do is listen and do!   James tells us, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.   For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.”    If you listen and hear, do, but most of the time when we listen, we don’t immediately start doing.  We don’t get it right away!  We begin building our understanding word-by-word, sentence-by-sentence. Hearing the word of God spoken over you is a life-giving practice that can deepen your faith.    I know listening to God has deepened mine.   I’ve found that listening to God’s word has the wonderful effect of breaking down my unhealthy inclinations to compartmentalize God.   I have a tendency to pencil God in my schedule in the early morning and neglect him during the rest of the day.    But I know better than that now.   God should saturate my whole life.    When I fill the little pockets of my listening time with stories from the Gospels or prayers from the Psalms, I break the cycle of compartmentalization and open myself up to more experiences of His grace if I would only listen more.  Anyone who has spent a meaningful chunk of time with Scripture knows that the sentences that fill its pages are more than mere words.    In the mouths of all the sacred writers, one Voice resounds, and whether we’re reading or listening, we should always be actively attentive to that Voice.   As disciples, we know that the words God speaks are spirit and life; they are living and active.  So, however we approach the Bible, we draw near, as A.W. Tozer reminds us, “with the idea that it is not only a book which was once spoken, but a book which is now speaking.”  Listening to God requires a right attitude in our hearts.  In order to listen to God and receive His instruction, we must want to do His will.  God honors the heart that is fully surrendered to Him.   If we are stubbornly clinging to our own desires, we are likely to get a garbled message that will not be God's voice at all.  As a result, we are likely to continue pursuing a path that is contrary to the one God has designed for our lives.   Psalm 40:8 says, "I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."     Do you desire God's will for your life above every other desire?  If you do, you can trust that He will direct your path.  Listen to His message, and be quick to obey it.   When you listen to God and obey Him, you will discover a life that is full and rich with purpose, confident you are following the Master's plan.   Deborah Winans sing this song that says:

“Listen while you still can hear,

The Master's calling.

Bow down while your knees still bend,

The Master's calling.

Seek him though your eyes don't see,

The Master's calling.

Praise him while your lips still sing,

The Master's calling.

Listen while you still can hear,

The Master's calling.

Through everything that is happening to us, through us and around God is speaking to us, He’s calling His church, but the question is are we listening?

